
Economic Justice for All: Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy 

 

1. The Responsibilities of Social Living 
 63. Human life is life in community. Catholic social teaching proposes several complementary 
perspectives that show how moral responsibilities and duties in the economic sphere are rooted in 
this call to community. 

 

a. Love and Solidarity 
 64. The commandments to love God with all one's heart and to love one's neighbor as oneself 
are the heart and soul of Christian morality. Jesus offers himself as the model of this all-inclusive 
love: ". . . love one another as I have loved you" (Jn 15:12). These commands point out the path 
toward true human fulfillment and happiness. They are not arbitrary restrictions on human freedom. 
Only active love of God and neighbor makes the fullness of community happen. Christians look 
forward in hope to a true communion among all persons with each other and with God. The Spirit of 
Christ labors in history to build up the bonds of solidarity among all persons until that day on which 
their union is brought to perfection in the Kingdom of God.(20) Indeed Christian theological 
reflection on the very reality of God as a trinitarian unity of persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—shows that being a person means being united to other persons in mutual love.(21) 

 65. What the Bible and Christian tradition teach, human wisdom confirms. Centuries before 
Christ, the Greeks and Romans spoke of the human person as a "social animal" made for friendship, 
community, and public life. These insights show that human beings achieve self-realization not in 
isolation, but in interaction with others.(22) 

 66. The virtues of citizenship are an expression of Christian love more crucial in today's 
interdependent world than ever before. These virtues grow out of a lively sense of one's dependence 
on the commonweal and obligations to it. This civic commitment must also guide the economic 
institutions of society. In the absence of a vital sense of citizenship among the businesses, 
corporations, labor unions, and other groups that shape economic life, society as a whole is 
endangered. Solidarity is another name for this social friendship and civic commitment that make 
human moral and economic life possible. 

 67. The Christian tradition recognizes, of course, that the fullness of love and community will 
be achieved only when God's work in Christ comes to completion in the kingdom of God. This 
kingdom has been inaugurated among us, but God's redeeming and transforming work is not yet 
complete. Within history, knowledge of how to achieve the goal of social unity is limited. Human 
sin continues to wound the lives of both individuals and larger social bodies and places obstacles in 
the path toward greater social solidarity. If efforts to protect human dignity are to be effective, they 
must take these limits on knowledge and love into account. Nevertheless, sober realism should not 
be confused with resigned or cynical pessimism. It is a challenge to develop a courageous hope that 
can sustain efforts that will sometimes be arduous and protracted. 

 

b. Justice and Participation 
 68. Biblical justice is the goal we strive for. This rich biblical understanding portrays a just 
society as one marked by the fullness of love, compassion, holiness, and peace. On their path 
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